
Readings for the Readers
These are the reading, according to the lectionary and in consultation with Rev’d. Katherine from 27th
November to 22nd February 2012. (Ash Wednesday)  Year B in the Lectionary.
If I have missed any service, made a mistake,  or included one that is not going to happen  please tell
me,  Could we also include on the Weekly Bulletin
”In your prayers We remember all those who live on. . .  “ and here insert the name of the street,
roads etc.-

Readings Year B ............................................................................................................Page
27th November 2011
The First Sunday of Advent Isaiah 64.1-9, 1 Corinthians 1.3-9, Mark 13.24-37-------------------------------------2

We remember all who live on St. Giles Road and Sandholme Crescent.

4th December 2011
The Second Sunday of Advent Isaiah 40.1-11, 2 Peter 3.8-15a,  Mark 1.1-8--------------------------------------------3

We remember this week all who live on Sandholme Fold and Shirley Grove.
11th December 2011
The Third Sunday of Advent Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11, 1 Thessalonians 5.16-24, John 1.6-8, 19-28------------------4

We remember this week all who live on Smith House Lane and South Edge.
18th December 2011
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16, Romans 16.25-27, Luke 1.26-38-------------------------------5

We remember this week all who live on Southedge Close and Southedge South.
25th December 2011
Christmas Midnight Isaiah 52.7-10, Hebrews 1.1-12,  John 1.1-14------------------------------------------6

We remember this week all who live on Station Road and Stoney Lane.
Christmas Day Isaiah 62.6-12, Titus 3.4-7, Luke 2.1-20--------------------------------------------------7

We remember this week all who live on Station Road and Stoney Lane.

1 January 2012
THE NAMING AND CIRCUMCISION OF JESUS -HOLY NAME OF JESUS------------------------------------------------------------8
  Numbers 6.22–27, Galatians 4.4–7, Luke 2.15–21

We remember this week all who live on Summerfield Avenue and Sunnyside.
8th January 2012
Epiphany of the Lord Isaiah 60.1–6, Ephesians 3.1–12, Matthew 2.1–12------------------------------------9

We remember this week all who live on Sutcliffe Wood Lane & Brownings and Sutherland Court
15th January 2012
The Second Sunday of Epiphany  1 Samuel 3.1-10, 1 Samuel 3. v. 11-20, Revelation 5.1-10------------------------10

We remember this week all who live on Sutherland Road and Sycamore Drive.
22nd January 2012
The Third Sunday of Epiphany Genesis 14.17-20, Revelation 19.6-10, John 2.1-11---------------------------------11

We remember this week all who live on Tanhouse Hill and Tanhouse Park
29th January 2012
 The Presentation of Christ in the Temple(2 February -Transferred) Candlemas
  Malachi 3.1-5, Hebrews 2.14-18, Luke 2.22-40---------------------------------------12

We remember this week all who live on Till Carr Lane and Upper Sutherland Road

5th February 2012
The Third Sunday Before Lent Isaiah 40.21-31, 1 Corinthians 9.16-23, Mark 1.29-39------------------------------13

We remember this week all who live on Valley Avenue and Victoria Road.
12th February 2012
The Second Sunday Before Lent Proverbs 8.1, 22-31, Colossians 1.15-20,  John 1.1-14-----------------------------14

We remember this week all who live on Victoria Road (Bailiff Bridge) and Victoria Terrace.............
19th February 2012
The Sunday Next Before Lent  2 Kings 2.1-12, 2 Corinthians 4.3-6, Mark 9.2-9--------------------------------------15

We remember this week all who live on Wakefield Road and Walton Lane.

22nd February 2012
PLEASE NOTE ALTERNATIVES FOR ASH WEDNESDAY

Ash Wednesday Either Joel 2.1-2, 12-17 Or Isaiah 58.1-12----------------------------------------------16
  2 Corinthians 5.20b - 6.10
  Either Matthew 6.1-6, 16-21 Or John 8.1-11



The First Sunday of Advent
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us
from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord
and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Isaiah 64.1-9
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

O that you would tear open the heavens and
come down, so that the mountains would quake
at your presence -  as when fire kindles
brushwood and the fire causes water to boil - to
make your name known to your adversaries, so
that the nations might tremble at your presence!
When you did awesome deeds that we did not
expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at
your presence.  From ages past no one has
heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen
any God besides you, who works for those who
wait for him.  You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.  But you
were angry, and we sinned; because you hid
yourself we transgressed.  We have all become
like one who is unclean, and all our righteous
deeds are like a filthy cloth.  We all fade like a
leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us
away.  There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you; for you have
hidden your face from us, and have delivered us
into the hand of our iniquity.  Yet, O LORD, you
are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our
potter; we are all the work of your hand.  Do not
be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not
remember iniquity for ever.  Now consider, we
are all your people.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

1 Corinthians 1.3-9
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the
Corinthians.

My brothers and sisters:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.  I give thanks to my God
always for you because of the grace of God that
has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every
way you have been enriched in him, in speech
and knowledge of every kind - just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened
among you - so that you are not lacking in any
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our
Lord Jesus Christ.  He will also strengthen you to
the end, so that you may be blameless on the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is faithful; by
him you were called into the fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Mark 13.24-37
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus said to his disciples:
'In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and
the stars will be falling from heaven, and the
powers in the heavens will be shaken.  Then they
will see "the Son of Man coming in clouds" with
great power and glory.  Then he will send out the
angels, and gather his elect from the four winds,
from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves,
you know that summer is near.  So also, when
you see these things taking place, you know that
he is near, at the very gates.  Truly I tell you, this
generation will not pass away until all these
things have taken place.  Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.  But
about that day or hour no one knows, neither the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father.  Beware, keep alert; for you do not know
when the time will come.  It is like a man going on
a journey, when he leaves home and puts his
slaves in charge, each with his work and
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.
Therefore, keep awake - for you do not know
when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he
comes suddenly.  And what I say to you I say to
all: Keep awake.'
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

Post Communion
O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us
faithful as we
await the coming of your Son our Lord; that,
when he shall
appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but
active in his service
and joyful in his praise; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

In your prayers
We remember all who live on St. Giles Road
and Sandholme Crescent.



The Second Sunday of Advent
Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that
when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as
judge and saviour we may be ready to receive
him, who is our Lord and our God.

Isaiah 40.1-11
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that
she has served her term, that her penalty is
paid, that she has received from the Lord's
hand double for all her sins.  A voice cries out:
'In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our
God.  Every valley shall be lifted up, and every
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven
ground shall become level, and the rough
places a plain.  Then the glory of the LORD
shall be revealed, and all people shall see it
together, for the mouth of the LORD has
spoken.'  A voice says, 'Cry out!'  And I said,
'What shall I cry?'  All people are grass, their
constancy is like the flower of the field.  The
grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath
of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people
are grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand for ever.  Get
you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of
good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O
Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do
not fear; say to the cities of Judah, 'Here is your
God!'  See, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him; his reward is with
him, and his recompense before him.  He will
feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the
lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

2 Peter 3.8-15a
A reading from the second letter of Peter.

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with
the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like one day.  The Lord is
not slow about his promise, as some think of
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting
any to perish, but all to come to repentance.
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief,
and then the heavens will pass away with a loud
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with
fire, and the earth and everything that is done

on it will be disclosed.  Since all these things
are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of
persons ought you to be in leading lives of
holiness and godliness, waiting for and
hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be set ablaze
and dissolved, and the elements will melt with
fire?  But, in accordance with his promise, we
wait for new heavens and a new earth, where
righteousness is at home.  Therefore, beloved,
while you are waiting for these things, strive to
be found by him at peace, without spot or
blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as
salvation.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Mark 1.1-8
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God.  As it is written in the prophet
Isaiah, 'See, I am sending my messenger ahead
of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of
one crying out in the wilderness: "Prepare the way
of the Lord, make his paths straight,"'  John the
baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins.  And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were
going out to him, and were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John was
clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild
honey.  He proclaimed, 'The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals.  I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.'
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ
Post Communion

Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem
the world and will send him again to be our
judge: give us grace so to imitate him in the
humility and purity of his first coming that, when
he comes again, we may be ready to greet him
with joyful love and firm faith through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

In Your Prayers
We remember this week all who live on
Sandholme Fold and Shirley Grove.



The Third Sunday of Advent
God for whom we watch and wait, you sent
John the Baptist to prepare the way of your
Son: give us courage to speak the truth, to
hunger for justice, and to suffer for the cause of
right, with Jesus Christ our Lord.

Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The servant of the LORD said:
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me; he has
sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord's
favour, and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those
who mourn in Zion - to give them a garland
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a
faint spirit.  They will be called oaks of
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to
display his glory.  They shall build up the
ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.  For I
the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and
wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their
recompense, and I will make an everlasting
covenant with them.  Their descendants shall
be known among the nations, and their
offspring among the peoples; all who see them
shall acknowledge that they are a people whom
the LORD has blessed.  I will greatly rejoice in
the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my
God; for he has clothed me with the garments
of salvation, he has covered me with the robe
of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels.  For as the earth brings
forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what
is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will
cause righteousness and praise to spring up
before all the nations.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

1 Thessalonians 5.16-24
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the
Thessalonians.

My brothers and sisters,
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give
thanks in all circumstances; or this is the will of

God in Christ Jesus for you.  Do not quench the
Spirit.  Do not despise the words of prophets,
but test everything; hold fast to what is good;
abstain from every form of evil.  May the God of
peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may
your spirit and soul and body be kept sound
and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful, and
he will do this.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
John 1.6-8, 19-28
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord

There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John.  He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him.
He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light.  This is the testimony given
by John when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 'Who are
you?'  He confessed and did not deny it, but
confessed, 'I am not the Messiah.'  And they
asked him, 'What then? Are you Elijah?'  He
said, 'I am not.'  'Are you the prophet?'  He
answered, 'No.'  Then they said to him, 'Who
are you?  Let us have an answer for those who
sent us.  What do you say about yourself?'  He
said, 'I am the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness, "Make straight the way of the
Lord,"' as the prophet Isaiah said.  Now they
had been sent from the Pharisees.  They asked
him, 'Why then are you baptizing if you are
neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the
prophet?'  John answered them, 'I baptize with
water.  Among you stands one whom you do
not know, the one who is coming after me; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.'
This took place in Bethany across the Jordan
where John was baptizing.
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

Post Communion
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly
gifts; kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that
when your Christ comes again we may shine
as lights before his face; who is alive and
reigns now and for ever.

In Your Prayers
We remember this week all who live on Smith
House Lane and South Edge



The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of your
Son, so we wait for his coming in glory; bring us
through the birth pangs of this present age to
see, with her, our great salvation in Jesus Christ
our Lord.

2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16
A reading from the second book of Samuel.
Now when David, the king was settled in his
house, and the LORD had given him rest from
all his enemies around him, the king said to the
prophet Nathan, 'See now, I am living in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a
tent.'  Nathan said to the king, 'Go, do all that
you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.'
But that same night the word of the LORD came
to Nathan:  Go and tell my servant David:  Thus
says the LORD:  Are you the one to build me a
house to live in?  I have not lived in a house
since the day I brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving
about in a tent and a tabernacle.  Wherever I
have moved about among all the people of
Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the
tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to
shepherd my people Israel, saying, 'Why have
you not built me a house of cedar?'  Now
therefore you shall say to my servant David:
Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from
the pasture, from following the sheep to be
prince over my people Israel; and I have been
with you wherever you went, and have cut off all
your enemies from before you; and I will make
for you a great name, like the name of the great
ones of the earth.  And I will appoint a place for
my people Israel and will plant them, so that
they may live in their own place, and be
disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict
them no more, as formerly, from the time that I
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I
will give you rest from all your enemies.
Moreover the Lord declares to you, David, that
the Lord will make you a house.  Your house
and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever
before me; your throne shall be established for
ever.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Romans 16.25-27
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

To God who is able to strengthen you according
to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the

mystery that was kept secret for long ages but
is now disclosed, and through the prophetic
writings is made known to all the Gentiles,
according to the command of the eternal God,
to bring about the obedience of faith - to the
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom
be the glory for ever! Amen.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

 Luke 1.26-38
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by
God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David.  The virgin's
name was Mary.  And he came to her and said,
'Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.'
But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
The angel said to her, 'Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favour with God.  And now,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus.  He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David.  He will reign over the house of
Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end.'  Mary said to the angel, 'How can this
be, since I am a virgin?'  The angel said to her,
'The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will
be called Son of God.  And now, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was
said to be barren.  For nothing will be
impossible with God.'  Then Mary said, 'Here
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.'  Then the angel
departed from her.
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ
Post Communion

Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin
Mary to be the mother of the promised saviour: fill
us your servants with your grace, that in all things
we may embrace your holy will and with her
rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

In Your Prayers
We remember this week all who live on
Southedge Close and Southedge South



Christmas Midnight
Eternal God, in the stillness of this night you
sent your almighty Word to pierce the world's
darkness with the light of salvation: give to the
earth the peace that we long for and fill our
hearts with the joy of heaven through our
Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Isaiah 52.7-10
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of the messenger who announces peace, who
brings good news, who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, 'Your God reigns.'  Listen!
Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they
sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return
of the LORD to Zion.  Break forth together into
singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD
has comforted his people, he has redeemed
Jerusalem.  The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations; and all the
ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our
God.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Hebrews 1.1-12
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many
and various ways by the prophets, but in these
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom
he appointed heir of all things, through whom
he also created the worlds.  He is the reflection
of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's
very being, and he sustains all things by his
powerful word.  When he had made purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited
is more excellent than theirs.  For to which of
the angels did God ever say, 'You are my Son;
today I have begotten you'? Or again, 'I will be
his Father, and he will be my Son'?  And again,
when he brings the firstborn into the world, he
says, 'Let all God's angels worship him.'  Of the
angels he says, 'He makes his angels winds,
and his servants flames of fire.'  But of the Son
he says, 'Your throne, O God, is for ever and
ever, and the righteous sceptre is the sceptre of
your kingdom.  You have loved righteousness
and hated wickedness; therefore God, your
God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness
beyond your companions.'

And, 'In the beginning, Lord, you founded the
earth, and the heavens are the work of your
hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will
all wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll
them up, and like clothing they will be changed.
But you are the same, and your years will never
end.'
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

John 1.1-14
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.  He was
in the beginning with God.  All things came into
being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being.  What has come into
being in him was life, and the life was the light
of all people.  The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.  There
was a man sent from God, whose name was
John.  He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him.  He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify
to the light.  The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.  He was
in the world, and the world came into being
through him; yet the world did not know him.
He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him.  But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh
or of the will of man but of God.  And the Word
became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only
son, full of grace and truth.
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

Post Communion
God our Father, whose Word has come among
us in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: may the light
of faith illumine our hearts and shine in our
words and deeds; through him who is Christ the
Lord.

In Your Prayers
We remember this week all who live on Station
Road and Stoney Lane.



Christmas Day
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching
earth: accept our heartfelt praise as we worship
you, our Saviour and our eternal God.

Isaiah 62.6-12
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the LORD:
 Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, have posted
sentinels; all day and all night they shall never
be silent.  You who remind the LORD, take no
rest, and give him no rest until he establishes
Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout
the earth.  The LORD has sworn by his right
hand and by his mighty arm:  will not again give
your grain to be food for your enemies, and
foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you
have laboured; but those who garner it shall eat
it and praise the LORD, and those who gather it
shall drink it in my holy courts.  Go through, go
through the gates, prepare the way for the
people; build up, build up the highway, clear it
of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples.
The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the
earth: Say to daughter Zion, 'See, your
salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him.'  They shall be called,
'The Holy People, The Redeemed of the
LORD'; and you shall be called, 'Sought Out, A
City Not Forsaken.'
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Titus 3.4-7
A reading from the letter of Paul to Titus.

When the goodness and loving-kindness of God
our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not
because of any works of righteousness that we
had done, but according to his mercy, through
the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit.  This Spirit he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that,
having been justified by his grace, we might
become heirs according to the hope of eternal
life.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Luke 2.1-20
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord

In those days a decree went out from Emperor
Augustus that all the world should be
registered.  This was the first registration and
was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria.  All went to their own towns to be
registered.  Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David.
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.  In that region there
were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night.  Then an angel
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified.  But the angel said to them, 'Do not be
afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the
Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger.'  And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying,  'Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favours!'  When the angels had
left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, 'Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.'
So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what
had been told them about this child;  and all
who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all
these words and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.
This is the Gospel of Lord

Praise to you, O Christ
Post Communion

God our Father, whose Word has come among
us in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: may the light
of faith illumine our hearts and shine in our
words and deeds; through him who is Christ the
Lord.

In Your Prayers
We remember this week all who live on Station
Road and Stoney Lane.



1 January THE NAMING AND CIRCUMCISION
OF JESUS -HOLY NAME OF JESUS

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was
circumcised in obedience to the law for our sake
and given the Name that is above every name:
give us grace faithfully to bear his Name, to
worship him in the freedom of the Spirit, and to
proclaim him as the Saviour of the world; who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Numbers 6.22–27
A reading from the book of Numbers.

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying ‘Speak to
Aaron and his sons, saying, “Thus you shall
bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, The
LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make
his face to shine upon you and be gracious to
you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon
you, and give you peace.”   So they shall put my
name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.’
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Galatians 4.4–7
A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Galatians.

When the fullness of time had come, God sent
his Son, born of a woman, born under the law,
in order to redeem those who were under the
law, so that we might receive adoption as
children.  And because you are children, God
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, ‘Abba! Father!’  So you are no longer a
slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir,
through God.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Luke 2.15–21
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord

When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.’  So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in
the manger.  When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child;
and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them.  But Mary treasured all
these words and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.  After eight days had passed, it
was time to circumcise the child; and he was
called Jesus, the name given by the angel.
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

Post Communion
Eternal God, whose incarnate Son was given
the Name of Saviour: grant that we who have
shared in this sacrament of our salvation may
live out our years in the power of the Name
above all other names, Jesus Christ our Lord.

In your prayers
We remember this week all who live on
Summerfield Avenue and Sunnyside.



EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 8 January 2012
Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a
star to worship the Christ-child: guide and
sustain us, that we may find our journey's end in
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Isaiah 60.1–6
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the
glory of the LORD has risen upon you.  For
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick
darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise
upon you, and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to
the brightness of your dawn.  Lift up your eyes
and look around; they all gather together, they
come to you; your sons shall come from far
away, and your daughters shall be carried on
their nurses’ arms.  Then you shall see and be
radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be
brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall
come to you.  A multitude of camels shall cover
you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all
those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring
gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the
praise of the LORD.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Ephesians 3.1–12
A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Ephesians.
I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the
sake of you Gentiles – for surely you have
already heard of the commission of God’s grace
that was given me for you, and how the mystery
was made known to me by revelation, as I
wrote above in a few words, a reading of which
will enable you to perceive my understanding of
the mystery of Christ.  In former generations
this mystery was not made known to
humankind, as it has now been revealed to his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is,
the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs,
members of the same body, and sharers in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  Of
this gospel I have become a servant according
to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by
the working of his power.  Although I am the
very least of all the saints, this grace was given
to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the
boundless riches of Christ, and to make
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery
hidden for ages in God who created all things;
so that through the church the wisdom of God in

its rich variety might now be made known to the
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
This was in accordance with the eternal
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus
our Lord, in whom we have access to God in
boldness and confidence through faith in him.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Matthew 2.1–12
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came
to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews?  For we observed his
star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.’  When King Herod heard this, he was
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was
to be born.  They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea;
for so it has been written by the prophet: “And you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall
come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and
learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and
when you have found him, bring me word so that I
may also go and pay him homage.’  When they had
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,
until it stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.  And having been warned
in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

Post Communion
Lord God, the bright splendour whom the
nations seek: may we who with the wise men
have been drawn by your light discern the glory
of your presence in your Son, the Word made
flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.

In your prayers
We remember this week all who live on Sutcliffe
Wood Lane & Brownings and Sutherland Court



The Second Sunday of Epiphany
Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end: bring us with
the whole creation to your glory, hidden through past
ages and made known in Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Samuel 3.1-10
A reading from the first book of Samuel.
The boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under
Eli.  The word of the LORD was rare in those days;
visions were not widespread.  At that time Eli, whose
eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not
see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had
not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was.  Then
the LORD called, 'Samuel! Samuel!' and he said, 'Here
I am!' and ran to Eli, and said, 'Here I am, for you
called me.'  But he said, 'I did not call; lie down again.'
So he went and lay down.  The LORD called again,
'Samuel!'  Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said,
'Here I am, for you called me.'  But he said, 'I did not
call, my son; lie down again.'  Now Samuel did not yet
know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not
yet been revealed to him.  The LORD called Samuel
again, a third time.  And he got up and went to Eli, and
said, 'Here I am, for you called me.'  Then Eli
perceived that the LORD was calling the boy.
Therefore Eli said to Samuel, 'Go, lie down; and if he
calls you, you shall say, "Speak, LORD, for your
servant is listening."'  So Samuel went and lay down in
his place.  Now the LORD came and stood there,
calling as before, 'Samuel! Samuel!'  And Samuel said,
'Speak, for your servant is listening.'
1 Samuel 3. v. 11-20
Then the LORD said to Samuel, 'See, I am about to do
something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone
who hears of it tingle.  On that day I will fulfil against Eli
all that I have spoken concerning his house, from
beginning to end.  For I have told him that I am about
to punish his house for ever, for the iniquity that he
knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and
he did not restrain them.  Therefore I swear to the
house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be
expiated by sacrifice or offering for ever.'  Samuel lay
there until morning; then he opened the doors of the
house of the LORD.  Samuel was afraid to tell the
vision to Eli.  But Eli called Samuel and said, 'Samuel,
my son.'  He said, 'Here I am.'  Eli said, 'What was it
that he told you?  Do not hide it from me.  May God do
so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me
of all that he told you.'  So Samuel told him everything
and hid nothing from him.  Then he said, 'It is the
LORD; let him do what seems good to him.'  As
Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none
of his words fall to the ground.  And all Israel from Dan
to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy
prophet of the LORD.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Revelation 5.1-10
I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne
a scroll written on the inside and on the back, sealed
with seven seals; and I saw a mighty angel proclaiming

with a loud voice, 'Who is worthy to open the scroll and
break its seals?'  And no one in heaven or on earth or
under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look
into it.  And I began to weep bitterly because no one
was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.
Then one of the elders said to me, 'Do not weep.  See,
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its
seven seals.'  Then I saw between the throne and the
four living creatures and among the elders a Lamb
standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of
God sent out into all the earth.  He went and took the
scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated
on the throne.  When he had taken the scroll, the four
living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before
the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of
incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  They
sing a new song: 'You are worthy to take the scroll and
to open its seals, for you were slaughtered and by your
blood you ransomed for God saints from every tribe
and language and people and nation; you have made
them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God,
and they will reign on earth.'
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
John 1.43-51
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
John.

Glory to you, O Lord
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee.  He found
Philip and said to him, 'Follow me.'  Now Philip was
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.  Philip
found Nathanael and said to him, 'We have found him
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.'  Nathanael
said to him, 'Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?'  Philip said to him, 'Come and see.'  When
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of
him, 'Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no
deceit!'  Nathanael asked him, 'Where did you come to
know me?'  Jesus answered, 'I saw you under the fig
tree before Philip called you.'  Nathanael replied,
'Rabbi, you are the Son of God!  You are the King of
Israel!'  Jesus answered, 'Do you believe because I
told you that I saw you under the fig tree?  You will see
greater things than these.'  And he said to him, 'Very
truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the
angels of God ascending and descending upon the
Son of Man.'
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

Post Communion
God of glory, you nourish us with your Word who is the
bread of life: fill us with your Holy Spirit that through us
the light of your glory may shine in all the world. We
ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

In Your Prayers
We remember this week all who live on
Sutherland Road and Sycamore Drive.



The Third Sunday of Epiphany
God of all mercy, your Son proclaimed good
news to the poor, release to the captives, and
freedom to the oppressed: anoint us with your
Holy Spirit and set all your people free to praise
you in Christ our Lord.

Genesis 14.17-20
A reading from the book of Genesis.

After Abram's return from the defeat of
Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with
him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at
the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley).
And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out
bread and wine; he was priest of God Most
High.  He blessed him and said, 'Blessed be
Abram by God Most High, maker of heaven and
earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has
delivered your enemies into your hand!'  And
Abram gave him one-tenth of everything.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Revelation 19.6-10
A reading from the book of Revelation.

I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great
multitude, like the sound of many waters and
like the sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying
out, 'Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the
Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice and exult and
give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb
has come, and his bride has made herself
ready; to her it has been granted to be clothed
with fine linen, bright and pure' - for the fine
linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.  And
the angel said to me, 'Write this: Blessed are
those who are invited to the marriage supper of
the Lamb.'  And he said to me, 'These are true
words of God.'  Then I fell down at his feet to
worship him, but he said to me, 'You must not
do that!  I am a fellow-servant with you and your
comrades who hold the testimony of Jesus.
Worship God!  For the testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy.'
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

John 2.1-11
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord

There was a
wedding in
Cana of
Galilee, and
the mother of
Jesus was
there.  Jesus
and his
disciples had
also been
invited to the
wedding.
When the
wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him,
'They have no wine.'  And Jesus said to her,
'Woman, what concern is that to you and to
me?  My hour has not yet come.'  His mother
said to the servants, 'Do whatever he tells you.'
Now standing there were six stone water-jars
for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding
twenty or thirty gallons.  Jesus said to them, 'Fill
the jars with water.'  And they filled them up to
the brim.  He said to them, 'Now draw some out,
and take it to the chief steward.'  So they took it.
When the steward tasted the water that had
become wine, and did not know where it came
from (though the servants who had drawn the
water knew), the steward called the bridegroom
and said to him,  'Everyone serves the good
wine first, and then the inferior wine after the
guests have become drunk.  But you have kept
the good wine until now.'  Jesus did this, the
first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in
him.
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

Post Communion
Almighty Father, whose Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ is the light of the world: may your people,
illumined by your word and sacraments, shine
with the radiance of his glory, that he may be
known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of
the earth; for he is alive and reigns, now and for
ever.

In Your Prayers
We remember this week all who live on
Tanhouse Hill and Tanhouse Park



 The Presentation of Christ in the Temple(2
February -Transferred) Candlemas

Lord Jesus Christ,  light of the nations and glory
of Israel: make your home among us,  and
present us pure and holy  to your heavenly
Father,  your God, and our God.

Malachi 3.1-5
A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi.
Thus says the LORD God:
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare
the way before me, and the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple.  The
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight
- indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts.
But who can endure the day of his coming, and
who can stand when he appears?  For he is like
a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as
a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify
the descendants of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver, until they present offerings to
the LORD in righteousness.  Then the offering
of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the
LORD as in the days of old and as in former
years.  Then I will draw near to you for
judgement; I will be swift to bear witness
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers,
against those who swear falsely, against those
who oppress the hired workers in their wages,
the widow, and the orphan, against those who
thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says
the LORD of hosts.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Hebrews 2.14-18
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.
Since the children share flesh and blood, Jesus
himself likewise shared the same things, so that
through death he might destroy the one who
has the power of death, that is, the devil, and
free those who all their lives were held in
slavery by the fear of death.  For it is clear that
he did not come to help angels, but the
descendants of Abraham.  Therefore he had to
become like his brothers and sisters in every
respect, so that he might be a merciful and
faithful high priest in the service of God, to
make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the
people.  Because he himself was tested by
what he suffered, he is able to help those who
are being tested.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Luke 2.22-40
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord
When the time came for their purification according
to the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph brought
Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.
(as it is written in the law of the Lord, 'Every firstborn
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord'), and
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in
the law of the Lord, 'a pair of turtle-doves or two
young pigeons.'  Now there was a man in Jerusalem
whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him.  It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord's
Messiah.  Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into
the temple; and when the parents brought in the
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under
the law,  Simeon took him in his arms and praised
God, saying,  'Master, now you are dismissing your
servant in peace, according to your word; for my
eyes have seen your salvation, which you have
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your
people Israel.'  And the child's father and mother
were amazed at what was being said about him.
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother
Mary, 'This child is destined for the falling and the
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed - and a sword will pierce your own soul
too.'  There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She was of a great
age, having lived with her husband seven years
after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of
eighty-four.  She never left the temple but
worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and
day.  At that moment she came, and began to praise
God and to speak about the child to all who were
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.  When they
had finished everything required by the law of the
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth.  The child grew and became strong, filled
with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Post Communion
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and
Anna, who lived to welcome the Messiah: may
we, who have received these gifts beyond
words, prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he
comes to bring us to eternal life; for he is alive
and reigns, now and for ever.

In Your Prayers
We remember this week all who live on Till Carr
Lane and Upper Sutherland Road



The Third Sunday Before Lent - Collect
Eternal God, whose Son went among the
crowds and brought healing with his touch: help
us to show his love,  in your Church as we
gather together, and by our lives  as they are
transformed into the image of Christ our Lord.
FIRST READING Isaiah 40.21-31
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Have you not known?  Have you not heard?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations
of the earth?  It is he who sits above the circle
of the earth, and its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens
like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to
live in; who brings princes to naught, and makes
the rulers of the earth as nothing.  Scarcely are
they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their
stem taken root in the earth, when he blows
upon them, and they wither, and the tempest
carries them off like stubble.  To whom then will
you compare me, or who is my equal? says the
Holy One.  Lift up your eyes on high and see:
Who created these?  He who brings out their
host and numbers them, calling them all by
name; because he is great in strength, mighty in
power, not one is missing.  Why do you say, O
Jacob, and speak, O Israel, 'My way is hidden
from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by
my God'?  Have you not known?  Have you not
heard?  The LORD is the everlasting God, the
Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not
faint or grow weary; his understanding is
unsearchable.  He gives power to the faint, and
strengthens the powerless.  Even youths will
faint and be weary, and the young will fall
exhausted; but those who wait for the LORD
shall renew their strength, they shall mount up
with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not faint.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 9.16-23
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the
Corinthians.

If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground
for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and
woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel!  For if
I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if
not of my own will, I am entrusted with a
commission.  What then is my reward?  Just
this: that in my proclamation I may make the
gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use
of my rights in the gospel.  For though I am free

with respect to all, I have made myself a slave
to all, so that I might win more of them.  To the
Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews.
To those under the law I became as one under
the law (though I myself am not under the law)
so that I might win those under the law.  To
those outside the law I became as one outside
the law (though I am not free from God's law but
am under Christ's law) so that I might win those
outside the law.  To the weak I became weak,
so that I might win the weak.  I have become all
things to all people, that I might by all means
save some.  I do it all for the sake of the gospel,
so that I may share in its blessings.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Mark 1.29-39
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord

As soon as Jesus and his disciples left the
synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John.  Now Simon's
mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told
him about her at once.  He came and took her by
the hand and lifted her up.  Then the fever left her,
and she began to serve them.  That evening, at
sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or
possessed with demons.  And the whole city was
gathered around the door.  And he cured many who
were sick with various diseases, and cast out many
demons; and he would not permit the demons to
speak, because they knew him.  In the morning,
while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to
a deserted place, and there he prayed.  And Simon
and his companions hunted for him.  When they
found him, they said to him, 'Everyone is searching
for you.'  He answered, 'Let us go on to the
neighbouring towns, so that I may proclaim the
message there also; for that is what I came out to
do.'  And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming
the message in their synagogues and casting out
demons.
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

Post Communion
Merciful Father, who gave Jesus Christ to be for
us the bread of life, that those who come to him
should never hunger: draw us to the Lord in
faith and love, that we may eat and drink with
him at his table in the kingdom, where he is
alive and reigns, now and for ever.

In Your Prayers
We remember this week all who live on Valley
Avenue and Victoria Road.



The Second Sunday Before Lent - Collect
Almighty God, give us reverence for all creation
and respect for every person, that we may
mirror your likeness in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Proverbs 8.1, 22-31
A reading from the book of Proverbs.

Does not wisdom call, and does not
understanding raise her voice?
The LORD created me at the beginning of his
work, the first of his acts of long ago.  Ages ago
I was set up, at the first, before the beginning of
the earth.  When there were no depths I was
brought forth, when there were no springs
abounding with water.  Before the mountains
had been shaped, before the hills, I was brought
forth -  when he had not yet made earth and
fields, or the world's first bits of soil.  When he
established the heavens, I was there, when he
drew a circle on the face of the deep, when he
made firm the skies above, when he established
the fountains of the deep, when he assigned to
the sea its limit, so that the waters might not
transgress his command, when he marked out
the foundations of the earth, then I was beside
him, like a master worker; and I was daily his
delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in
his inhabited world and delighting in the human
race.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Colossians 1.15-20
A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Colossians.

Christ is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in
heaven and on earth were created, things
visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or powers - all things have
been created through him and for him.  He
himself is before all things, and in him all things
hold together.  He is the head of the body, the
church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from
the dead, so that he might come to have first
place in everything.  For in him all the fullness of
God was pleased to dwell, and through him God
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, by making
peace through the blood of his cross.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

John 1.1-14
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.  He was
in the beginning with God.  All things came into
being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being.  What has come into
being in him was life, and the life was the light
of all people.  The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.  There
was a man sent from God, whose name was
John.  He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him.  He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify
to the light.  The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.  He was
in the world, and the world came into being
through him; yet the world did not know him.
He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him.  But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh
or of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word
became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only
son, full of grace and truth.
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

Post Communion
God our creator, by your gift the tree of life was
set at the heart of the earthly paradise, and the
bread of life at the heart of your Church: may
we who have been nourished at your table on
earth be transformed by the glory of the
Saviour's cross and enjoy the delights of
eternity; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

In Your Prayers
We remember this week all who live on Victoria
Road (Bailiff Bridge) and Victoria Terrace



The Sunday Next Before Lent
Holy God, you know the disorder of our sinful
lives: set straight our crooked hearts, and bend
our wills to love your goodness and your glory
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

2 Kings 2.1-12
A reading from the second book of Kings.

When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to
heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were
on their way from Gilgal.  Elijah said to Elisha,
'Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as
Bethel.'  But Elisha said, 'As the LORD lives,
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.'
So they went down to Bethel. 3 The company of
prophets who were in Bethel came out to
Elisha, and said to him, 'Do you know that today
the LORD will take your master away from
you?'  And he said, 'Yes, I know; keep silent.'
Elijah said to him, 'Elisha, stay here; for the
LORD has sent me to Jericho.'  But he said, 'As
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will
not leave you.'  So they came to Jericho.  The
company of prophets who were at Jericho drew
near to Elisha, and said to him, 'Do you know
that today the LORD will take your master away
from you?'  And he answered, 'Yes, I know; be
silent.'  Then Elijah said to him, 'Stay here; for
the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.'  But he
said, 'As the LORD lives, and as you yourself
live, I will not leave you.'  So the two of them
went on.  Fifty men of the company of prophets
also went, and stood at some distance from
them, as they both were standing by the Jordan.
Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and
struck the water; the water was parted to the
one side and to the other, until the two of them
crossed on dry ground.  When they had
crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, 'Tell me what I
may do for you, before I am taken from you.'
Elisha said, 'Please let me inherit a double
share of your spirit.'  He responded, 'You have
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am
being taken from you, it will be granted you; if
not, it will not.'  As they continued walking and
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire
separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended
in a whirlwind into heaven.  Elisha kept
watching and crying out, 'Father, father!  The
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!'  But when
he could no longer see him, he grasped his own
clothes and tore them in two pieces.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

2 Corinthians 4.3-6
A reading from the second letter of Paul to the
Corinthians.

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those
who are perishing.  In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers,
to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your
slaves for Jesus' sake.  For it is the God who
said, 'Let light shine out of darkness,' who has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Mark 9.2-9
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John,
and led them up a high mountain apart, by
themselves.  And he was transfigured before
them, and his clothes became dazzling white,
such as no one on earth could bleach them.
And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses,
who were talking with Jesus.  Then Peter said
to Jesus, 'Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let
us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.'  He did not know
what to say, for they were terrified.  Then a
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud
there came a voice, 'This is my Son, the
Beloved; listen to him!'  Suddenly when they
looked around, they saw no one with them any
more, but only Jesus.  As they were coming
down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no
one about what they had seen, until after the
Son of Man had risen from the dead.
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

Post Communion
Holy God, we see your glory in the face of
Jesus Christ: may we who are partakers at his
table reflect his life in word and deed, that all
the world may know his power to change and
save. This we ask through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

In Your Prayers
We remember this week all who live on
Wakefield Road and Walton Lane.



Ash Wednesday - Collect
Holy God, our lives are laid open before you:
rescue us from the chaos of sin  and through
the death of your Son bring us healing and
make us whole in Jesus Christ our Lord.

FIRST READING (Alternative readings)
Either Joel 2.1-2, 12-17
A reading from the book of the prophet Joel.

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on
my holy mountain!  Let all the inhabitants of the
land tremble, for the day of the LORD is
coming, it is near - a day of darkness and
gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness!  Like
blackness spread upon the mountains a great
and powerful army comes; their like has never
been from of old, nor will be again after them in
ages to come.  Yet even now, says the LORD,
return to me with all your heart, with fasting,
with weeping, and with mourning; rend your
hearts and not your clothing.  Return to the
LORD, your God, for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love, and relents from punishing.
Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,
and leave a blessing behind him, a grain-
offering and a drink-offering for the LORD, your
God?  Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast;
call a solemn assembly; gather the people.
Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged;
gather the children, even infants at the breast.
Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the
bride her canopy.  Between the vestibule and
the altar let the priests, the ministers of the
LORD, weep.  Let them say, 'Spare your
people, O LORD, and do not make your
heritage a mockery, a byword among the
nations.  Why should it be said among the
peoples, "Where is their God?"'

Or Isaiah 58.1-12
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Thus says the LORD:

Shout out, do not hold back!  Lift up your voice
like a trumpet!  Announce to my people their
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.  Yet
day after day they seek me and delight to know
my ways, as if they were a nation that practised
righteousness and did not forsake the
ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous
judgements, they delight to draw near to God.
'Why do we fast, but you do not see?  Why
humble ourselves, but you do not notice?'
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-
day and oppress all your workers.  Look, you

fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with
a wicked fist.  Such fasting as you do today will
not make your voice heard on high.  Is such the
fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?  Is
it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie
in sackcloth and ashes?  Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the LORD?  Is not this the
fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of
injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let
the oppressed go free, and to break every
yoke?  Is it not to share your bread with the
hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your
house when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly; your
vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the
LORD shall be your rearguard.  Then you shall
call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for
help, and he will say, Here I am.  If you remove
the yoke from among you, the pointing of the
finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food
to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the
afflicted, then your light shall rise in the
darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.
The LORD will guide you continually, and
satisfy your needs in parched places, and make
your bones strong; and you shall be like a
watered garden, like a spring of water, whose
waters never fail.  Your ancient ruins shall be
rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of
many generations; you shall be called the
repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to
live in.
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

READING 2 Corinthians 5.20b - 6.10
A reading from the second letter of Paul to the
Corinthians.

We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God.  For our sake he made him
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.
As we work together with him, we urge you also
not to accept the grace of God in vain.  For the
Lord says, 'At an acceptable time I have
listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have
helped you.'  See, now is the acceptable time;
see, now is the day of salvation!  We are putting
no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault
may be found with our ministry, but as servants
of God we have commended ourselves in every
way: through great endurance, in afflictions,
hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments,
riots, labours, sleepless nights, hunger; by



purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness
of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the
power of God; with the weapons of
righteousness for the right hand and for the left;
in honour and dishonour, in ill repute and good
repute.  We are treated as impostors, and yet
are true; as unknown, and yet are well known;
as dying, and see - we are alive; as punished,
and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as
having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

GOSPEL (Alternative readings)
The Church of England provides an alternative
(John 8.1-11) to the Revised Common
Lectionary Gospel.
Either Matthew 6.1-6, 16-21
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus said to the disciples,
'Beware of practising your piety before others in
order to be seen by them; for then you have no
reward from your Father in heaven.  So
whenever you give alms, do not sound a
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may
be praised by others.  Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward.  But when you give alms,
do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.  And whenever you pray, do not be
like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and
pray in the synagogues and at the street
corners, so that they may be seen by others.
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.
But whenever you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.
And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like
the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so
as to show others that they are fasting.  Truly I
tell you, they have received their reward.  But
when you fast, put oil on your head and wash
your face, so that your fasting may be seen not
by others but by your Father who is in secret;
and your Father who sees in secret will reward
you.  Do not store up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; but store up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where

thieves do not break in and steal.  For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.'

Or John 8.1-11
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  Early in the
morning he came again to the temple.  All the
people came to him and he sat down and began
to teach them.  The scribes and the Pharisees
brought a woman who had been caught in
adultery; and making her stand before all the
people, they said to Jesus, 'Teacher, this
woman was caught in the very act of committing
adultery.  Now in the law Moses commanded us
to stone such women.  Now what do you say?'
They said this to test Jesus, so that they might
have some charge to bring against him.  Jesus
bent down and wrote with his finger on the
ground.  When they kept on questioning him, he
straightened up and said to them, 'Let anyone
among you who is without sin be the first to
throw a stone at her.'  And once again he bent
down and wrote on the ground.  When they
heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning
with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with
the woman standing before him.  Jesus
straightened up and said to her, 'Woman, where
are they?  Has no one condemned you?'  She
said, 'No one, sir.'  And Jesus said, 'Neither do I
condemn you.  Go your way, and from now on
do not sin again.'
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

Post Communion
AImighty God, you have given your only Son to
be for us both a sacrifice for sin and also an
example of godly life: give us grace that we may
always most thankfully receive these his
inestimable gifts, and also daily endeavour to
follow the blessed steps of his most holy life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

PLEASE NOTE ALTERNATIVE READINGS


